
Names: __________________________________________________________________

Assessment:  Analysis of Ransom Note 
Procedure:  Analyze the ransom note and the suspect samples with your partner.  Complete a 
table for each.

Ransom Note

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?
2.  Are words and margins evenly 

spaced?
3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 

capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?
5.  Are letters connected 

between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?
8.  Is the pen pressure the same 

throughout?
9.  Do all letters slant to the 

right?
10.  Are all letters written on the 

line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Suspect 1.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 



spaced?
3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 

capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Suspect 2.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 
spaced?

3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 
capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?



5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:



Suspect 3.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 
spaced?

3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 
capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:



Suspect 4.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 
spaced?

3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 
capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Suspect 5.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 



spaced?
3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 

capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:



Suspect 6.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 
spaced?

3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 
capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Suspect 7.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 



spaced?
3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 

capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Suspect 8.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 
spaced?

3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 
capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?



5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Suspect 9.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 
spaced?

3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 
capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?



7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?

10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Suspect 10.  ___________________________________

Characteristic Yes No Observations  (at least 6)
1.  Is the line quality smooth?

2.  Are words and margins evenly 
spaced?

3.  Is the ratio of small letters to 
capitals letters consistent?  
What is the ratio?

4. Is the writing continuous?

5.  Are letters connected 
between capitals and 
lowercase letters?

6.  Are letter formations 
complete?

7.  Is all of the writing cursive?

8.  Is the pen pressure the same 
throughout?

9.  Do all letters slant to the 
right?



10.  Are all letters written on the 
line?

11.  Are there fancy curls or 
loops?

12. Are all i’s and t’s dotted and 
crossed?  (top, middle, or 
not?)

Additional Notes:

Written Report
1.  The purpose of the written report is to convince the members of a jury that you are an expert in 

the area of handwriting analysis.
2. You are able to analyze handwriting samples and show the jury evidence of how the samples are 

similar or dissimilar.  Through your investigation, you have been able to conclude that one or 
more samples match the ransom note.

3. Keep in mind that most juries have no knowledge of handwriting analysis.  They may be highly 
educated, or they may have very little formal education.  Therefore, any terms you use must be 
clearly defined.

Format

I.  Introduction (10 points)
a. State the purpose of your report.
b. No factual or detailed information should be in the introduction.
c. State how you analyzed the handwriting.

i. State how many different characteristics you used.
ii.State if it was possible to prove someone wrote the note, or merely that the 

handwriting was similar.

II. Pick either OPTION 1 or OPTION 2
OPTION 1 Body Paragraphs (at least 6) (60 points)
a. One or two traits per paragraph
b. For each trait, you need to:

i. Describe the trait.
ii.Compare the trait from each writer’s handwriting to the ransom note 
iii. Remember that you need to explain these terms to the jury and 

convince them that your comparisons are correct.
OPTION 2 Body Paragraphs (at least 6) (60 points)
a. One or two suspects per paragraph 



b. For each suspect you need to compare what elements of their handwriting did or didn’t 
match the ransom note.

III. Conclusion (10 points)
a. Summarize your findings.
b. How reliable is your conclusion?
c. Is handwriting evidence enough to convict someone?
d. Is this an important piece of evidence?

Data must be turned in along with this report.


